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Abstract
This work investigates the effect of copper sub-
stitution on the magnetic properties of SmCo5
thin films synthesized by molecular beam epi-
taxy. A series of thin films with varying concen-
trations of Cu were grown under otherwise iden-
tical conditions to disentangle structural and
compositional effects on the magnetic behav-
ior. The combined experimental and theoret-
ical results show that Cu substitution at the
Co3g cites not only stabilizes the formation of
the SmCo5 structure but enhances magnetic
anisotropy and coercivity. Density functional
theory calculations indicate that Sm(Co4Cu3g)5
possesses a higher single-ion anisotropy as com-
pared to pure SmCo5. In addition, X-ray mag-
netic circular dichroism reveals that Cu substi-
tution causes an increasing decoupling of Sm
4f and Co 3d moments. Scanning transmis-
sion electron microscopy confirms a homoge-
neous distribution of elements in a predom-
inantly SmCo5 phase. Our study based on
model thin film systems and advanced charac-
terization as well as modelling reveals novel as-

pects of the complex interplay of intrinsic and
extrinsic contributions to magnetic hysteresis in
rare earth based magnets.
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1 Introduction
SmCo5 permanent magnets were already known
in the ’60s due to their enormously strong
uniaxial magnetic anisotropy of about K1 =
17.2MJ/m3.1–3 The large magnetocrystalline
anisotropy energy (MAE) arises due to the spin-
orbit coupling of localized and partially filled 4f
electrons of Sm and the spin-orbit coupling of
the itinerant 3d electrons of cobalt in a strong
crystal electric field.4,5 Besides, SmCo5 exhibits
a relatively large energy product (BH)max up to
200 kJ/m3 and a Curie temperature of 1020K.

In practical applications, SmCo5-based per-
manent magnets derive from a more complex
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alloy of Sm-Co-Cu-Fe-Zr where after sophis-
ticated heat treatments a unique microstruc-
ture emerges.6,7 The increased demand for
high (BH)max magnets in particular for high-
temperature applications in renewable energy
technologies has spurred recent interest in the
various phenomena leading to high coerciv-
ity.8,9 It is well-known that phase decompo-
sition of the starting alloy results in a cellu-
lar microstructure of Sm2Co17 (2:17) with an
SmCo5 (1:5) intergranular phase, while a Zr-
rich platelet plays a role as pinning site.10,11

The SmCo5 phase is Cu-rich and the Sm2Co17
phase Fe-rich. Over the years, various studies
have investigated the role of the individual el-
ements Cu, Fe, and Zr in intrinsic and extrin-
sic magnetic properties. However, a complete
understanding that could help to overcome the
so-called Brown’s paradox and help in the de-
velopment of novel green magnets is still lack-
ing.12–15

Sm-Co thin films offer good control over
nanostructure and elemental distribution,
therefore, providing model structures to under-
stand the specific effects of individual defects
on the magnetic properties. Nevertheless, due
to the thermodynamic instability of the SmCo5
phase, also in thin films complex decomposition
effects do occur. We have recently discovered, a
novel phase decomposition regime in molecular
beam epitaxy (MBE) grown thin films, result-
ing in the coexistence of SmCo5 and Sm2Co17
blocks at the nanoscale with a width of only
a few nanometers. These films have low co-
ercivity due to their high crystallinity, phase
purity, and fully coherent interfaces between
SmCo5 and Sm2Co17.16 In contrast, sputtered
thin films grown at much higher particle ener-
gies have a more complex precipitation nanos-
tructure made up of various Sm-rich phases
such as SmCo3 and Sm2Co7, which can lead to
ultra-high coercivity primarily due to pinning
at low-symmetry grain boundaries.17

Typically different buffer and underlayers
made from Ru, Cr, or Cu have been used to
ease the growth of Sm-Co thin films. Textured
Cr and Ru buffer layers promote the c-axis ori-
entation and improve the magnetic properties.
Above all, Cu has been widely studied because

it not only facilitates the out-of-plane orienta-
tion but has been found to have the unique ad-
vantage of stabilizing the CaCu5 structure.18–20

Nevertheless, the magnetic properties of the
Sm-Co layer will be affected by diffusion pro-
cesses from these buffer layers. To address
this, we have established a direct growth pro-
cess on sapphire without any additional under-
layer, eliminating the potential impact of dif-
fusing elements. The following results are ob-
tained on a well-controlled series of Cu sub-
stituted SmCo1−xCux samples with otherwise
mainly identical properties.

2 Methodology

2.1 Experimental part

The base pressure of the used MBE chamber
was 10−10 mbar. The SmCo5−xCux thin films
were deposited by co-evaporation from elemen-
tal Sm, Co, and Cu sources. The films were de-
posited onto c-axis oriented Al2O3 substrates,
known to promote the c-axis orientation of the
SmCo5 phase. First, a temperature scan was
carried out showing that the most favorable
temperature for growing a crystalline SmCo5
layer was in this setup 550◦C. The substrates
were heated from the backside using a diode
laser, a technique that avoids contamination
from in vacuum heaters. Before evaporation,
the substrates were annealed for 1h in the MBE
chamber, in order to obtain a clean crystalline
substrate surface. For all samples, the depo-
sition rate of the samarium was kept constant
at 0.1Å/sec. The individual deposition rates of
cobalt and copper were changed but the sum
of the deposition rate (Co plus Cu) was kept
constant at 0.1Å/sec. A series of SmCo5−xCux

films was produced with x = 0.5, 1, 1.5, 2. The
evaporation rates during the growth of the thin
films were controlled by using quartz crystal mi-
crobalances. The quality of the films was mon-
itored using in-situ reflection high energy elec-
tron diffraction (RHEED).

X-ray diffraction (XRD) with Cu Kα radia-
tion on a Rigaku SmartLab system was car-
ried out for the crystallographic and structural
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characterization of the films. The thickness of
the films was determined to be 30 nm±2 nm.
The magnetic properties of the films were mea-
sured by a superconducting quantum interface
device (SQUID) in two directions, out-of-plane
and in-plane of the substrate surface. The cou-
pling of Sm and Co moments has been stud-
ied using X-ray magnetic circular dichroism
(XMCD) by recording element-specific hystere-
sis loops. For structural and spectroscopic char-
acterization high-resolution transmission elec-
tron microscopy (HR-TEM) was used on cross-
sectional specimens prepared along the c-axis
by focus ion beam milling.

2.2 Computational part

In order to evaluate the single-ion anisotropy
of Sm3+, the crystal field parameters (CFPs)
were calculated in the frame work of density
functional theory (DFT) using the WIEN2k
program.21 The generalized gradient approxi-
mation (GGA) form was employed for the ex-
change correlation functional. The experimen-
tal lattice parameters of SmCo5 were adopted
for the ab initio calculations. Regarding
the Cu-doped cases, including Sm(Co4Cu3g)5
and Sm(Co4Cu2c)5, the lattice parameters were
fixed to those of SmCo5 considering the rel-
atively small volume change. Therefore, the
solely chemical effect of Cu can be explicitly
probed. The RMT ×Kmax was set to 7 and a
kmeshof9 ×9×9 was sampled in the irreducible
Brillouin zone. For the calculation of CFPs,
we followed the method proposed by Novák et
al.,22 in which the local Hamiltonian in the ba-
sis of Wannier functions is expanded by a se-
ries of spherical tensor operators. In specific,
the self-consistent field (SCF) calculation was
first performed without spin polarization and
with 4f electrons in the core. Subsequently, a
non-SCF calculation was carried out treating
4f as valence states so that the 4f states were
allowed to hybridize with the transition metal
3d states. In addition, we shifted the energy
of 3d states 0.4 Ry lower to assure appropriate
hybridization strength. The Bloch states from
the 4f energy window were then transformed to
Wannier functions using the wien2wannier in-

terface23 followed by standard Wannierization
process by Wannier90.24

The obtained CFPs were then used to con-
struct the atomic Hamiltonian of Sm by in-
cluding also the Coulomb interactions (ĤU), the
spin-orbit coupling and the Sm-transition metal
exchange coupling (Ĥex)

Ĥat = ĤU + λ
∑
i

ŝil̂i + ĤCF + Ĥex. (1)

The eigenvalue of the Hamiltonian was solved
using Lanczo’s algorithm as implemented in
Quanty code.25 By varying the magnetization
direction corresponding to the exchange cou-
pling term, the eigenvalue was then obtained
as a function of azimuthal angle.

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Crystal Structure/X-ray diffrac-
tion

Figure 1a shows the X-ray diffraction patterns
of the SmCo5−xCux films grown onto (001) ori-
ented Al2O3 substrates. The main (006) reflec-
tion of the substrate appears at 41.67◦. The
(001)-oriented Al2O3 promotes the growth of c-
axis textured Sm(Co,Cu)5 films, indicated by
the presence of (00l)-type reflections. In the
film with the lowest Cu content (#1), the main
reflection (002) of the SmCo5 phase is observed
at 44.218◦. Upon increasing the Cu content,
the (002) reflection shifts to 45.106◦ and with
an even further increase of Cu content (#4), the
reflection shifts again to lower angles (inset Fig-
ure 1a). At the same time, the residual reflec-
tion of the Sm2Co17 phase decreases and even-
tually dissappears upon increasing Cu content.
The observed non-linear peak shift can be con-
sistently explained as follows: First, the reduc-
tion of the 2:17 phase shifts the peak towards
the 1:5 peak, as observed previously.16 Then,
the increasing Cu content shifts the peak back,
due to the slightly enlarged lattice constant of
SmCu5, in agreement with Vegard’s law. Note
that the phase purity is higher than that of
typical sputtered thin films, however, also re-
flections from a small amount of residual Sm-
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Figure 1: (a) θ-2θ X-ray diffraction patterns of (#1) SmCo4.5Cu0.5, (#2) SmCo4Cu1, (#3)
SmCo3.5Cu1.5 and (#4) SmCo3Cu2 thin films grown onto single crystalline Al2O3 substrate at
550◦C. At 41.67◦ the 006 reflection of the Al2O3 substrate is marked with the plus sign. (b) ϕ scan
of the SmCo4Cu1 film (blue) grown on single crystalline Al2O3 substrate (grey) at 550◦C.(c) Pole
figure of the SmCo5 reflection of the SmCo4Cu1 film. The reflections confirm the symmetry of the
intermetallic phase.

rich phases can still be detected at roughly 29◦
and 30◦. Nevertheless, the overall microstruc-
ture remains consistently constant throughout
the series.

Azimuth scans have been used to confirm
crystal lattice symmetry and epitaxial relations.
Here, we show a ϕ-scan of the diffraction peak
of the SmCo4Cu1 sample with respect to the
substrate. Figure 1b shows the 104 reflection
(grey 2θ=35.03◦ and x=38.02◦) of the substrate
which is rhombohedral and the SmCo4Cu1 sam-
ple (blue) which is hexagonal. The ϕ-scan
shows three peaks which indicate the thee-fold
symmetry of the Al2O3 substrate. Six peaks are
obtained for the SmCo4Cu1 film which shows
the six-fold symmetry and proves its hexagonal
phase. The observed peaks correspond to the
201 reflection of the SmCo5 phase. The pole fig-
ure of the 201 reflections, Figure 1c, shows the
high-intensity Bragg peaks in blue. The distri-
bution of the reflections indicates a crystalline,
highly textured film.

3.2 Magnetization measurements

The magnetic properties of the films were inves-
tigated using a superconducting quantum in-

terference device (SQUID) MPMS XL magne-
tometer by Quantum Design. The measure-
ments have been performed at 300 K with ex-
ternal fields up to 6 Tesla. The diamagnetic
contribution from the Al2O3 substrate has been
subtracted by correcting the slope between 4
and 6 Tesla.

Usually, Cu has been used as doping in SmCo5
thin films grown onto Cr or Ru buffer lay-
ers.26,27 As mentioned above, in this work, no
additional underlayers have been used, and the
SmCo5−xCux films were deposited directly on
top of Al2O3 substrates. The hysteresis loops
of the out-of-plane direction are shown in Fig-
ure 2. The easy axis of magnetization is out of
a plane for all samples while the hard axis is
in-plane as shown in Figure 4. Starting from
the film with the lowest Cu concentration, a
remanent magnetization of 0.6 T can be ob-
served and the coercivity reaches 1.08 T. Upon
increasing the Cu ratio, the coercivity drasti-
cally increases up to 1.64 T whereas the rema-
nent and saturation magnetization, as expected
due to Cu dilution of Co moments, are becom-
ing smaller (see Fig. 3). Even further increase
of Cu results in a rapid decrease of coercivity
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to 1.23 Tesla.

Figure 2: Magnetization curves of the
SmCo5−xCux thin films measured in the out-of-
plane (OOP) direction as a function of applied
field at 300 K.

There are two sites where Cu can substitutes
Co, namely Co2c and Co3g.28 Generally, high
levels of Cu substitution either at Co2c or Co3g
sites reduce the total exchange energy constant,
since Cu blocks the weak Co-Sm 3d-5d coupling.
The impact of Cu doping on Co can be under-
stood by the studies on the YCo5 system. For
YCo5, doping of Cu at Co3g sites increases the
magnetic anisotropy,29 while doping at 2c sites
is expected to reduce the magnetic anisotropy
due to the larger K1 value of Co2c compared to
Co3g.

As the thin film microstructure is similar in
all cases, we assume that also extrinisc con-
tributions to the coercivity are comparable.
Therefore, we suggest that the increased co-
ercivity is correlated with an increased intrin-
sic anisotropy resulting from Cu substitution
at the Co3g sites. To corroborate this hypoth-
esis, we discuss DFT based modelling in the
next section (Sec. 3.5). In-plane magnetiza-
tion measurements shown in Figure 4 further
support an increased anisotropy for SmCo4Cu1

and SmCo3.5Cu1.5. Another factor leading to
increased intrinsic anisotropy, is the improved
crystallization of the 1:5 phase due to Cu substi-
tution.30 Interestingly, in the out-of-plane loops
shown in Figure 3, a small kink appears at zero

Figure 3: Demagnetization curves of the
SmCo5−xCux thin films as a function of applied
field at 300 K.

field. This kink could be associated with the
presence of a residual soft magnetic nanocrys-
talline or amorphous phase.

Figure 4: Magnetization curves of the
SmCo5−xCux thin films measured in the in-
plane (IP) direction as a function of applied
field at 300 K.

3.3 X-ray magnetic circular
dichroism (XMCD)

X-ray magnetic circular dichroism (XMCD)
has been performed at the bending magnet
beamline 6.3.1 of the Advanced Light Source
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Figure 5: Element specific hysteresis loops for the Sm M4,5 (grey) and Co L2,3-edges (blue) recorded
at room temperature applying positive and negative 1.9 T external fields in out-of-plane direction
for the following samples (a) SmCo4.5Cu0.5 (b) SmCo4Cu1 (c) SmCo3.5Cu1.5 and (d) SmCo3Cu2.

(ALS) at Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-
tory. The XMCD measurements were carried
out using external applied magnetic fields of
negative and positive 1.9 T with a fixed po-
larization, at room temperature. As a detec-
tion method luminescence yield (LY) was used,
which probes the full thickness of the film, due
to the luminescence of oxygen in the Al2O3

substrate. Simultaneously, the electron current
was measured as total electron yield (TEY) de-
tection. Element-specific hysteresis loops have
been recorded at fixed energies for Co and Sm.
X-ray absorption magnetic measurements for
Sm M4,5 and Co L2,3-edges have been used.

The strength of element-specific hysteresis
measurements is the quantitative separation
and determination of spin and orbital mo-
ments.31 The samples have been measured in
out-of-plane direction shown in Figure 5 which

includes the Sm and Co element-specific loops.
The Co and Sm curves lie almost perfectly

on top of each other for the SmCo4.5Cu0.5 film
shown in Figure 5a. This confirms the exchange
coupling between the rare earth and the transi-
tion metal. Upon increase of Cu substitution, a
"gap" between cobalt and samarium appears in
the demagnetizing curves, the second quadrant.
The data shows that Cu causes a continuous
decoupling of Sm and Co moments. Increasing
Cu substitution in Co sub-lattice softens the
Co moments and decouples them from the Sm
moments. The dilution with Cu is also the rea-
son of the reduced total magnetization of the
films. In contrast, samarium moments are only
softened at higher Cu concentrations, also sup-
ported by the reduced critcial temperature of
the Cu-rich compounds.
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Figure 6: (a)Scanning transmission electron microscopy/high-resolution high-angle annular dark-
field (STEM/HAADF) image showing with atomic resolution the interface of the SmCo4Cu1 thin
film to the substrate. (b) EDS of the same film showing the distribution of Sm, Co, Cu, Al, and
oxygen.

3.4 Transition electron microscopy

Figure 6a shows a scanning transmission elec-
tron microscopy/high-resolution high-angle an-
nular dark-field (STEM/HAADF) image of the
SmCo4Cu1 film confirming the high crystalline
quality. Note, that the 2:17 phase seems to
be located at the interface to the substrate (in
contrast to an intertwined nanostructure as ob-
served in pure 1:5 thin films16). The 2:17 phase
can be recognized in this FIB cut by its charac-
teristic "dumbbell" structure. Energy disper-
sive X-ray (EDX) mapping of the SmCo4Cu1

thin film shows a homogeneous distribution of
Sm, Co and Cu, as well as a negligible amount
of oxygen across the entire film (see Fig. 6b).
Note in particular, that Cu and Co atoms are
equally distributed giving no evidence for Cu-
rich and Cu-poor regions on this scale. We have
chosen an image, where at the surface a Sm-rich
grain is formed which will, however, not play a
role in the hysteresis behavior, but might be re-
sponsible for the zero field kink in the SQUID
measurement which is absent in the XMCD
measurement. At other positions within the
bulk of the 1:5 thin film, no variations of the
Sm content could be resolved.

3.5 Discussion

The magnetization curves of the SmCo5−xCux

films measured at room temperature were
shown in Figure 2. It is clear that Cu sub-
stitution affects the coercivity which reaches a
maximum value of 1.64 T. The presence of Cu
at low concentrations enhances coercivity up to
the SmCo3.5Cu1.5. Following the X-ray diffrac-
tion patterns, the 1:5 phase is by far the pre-
dominant phase in all samples. A small fraction
of the 2:17 phase which is the result of the nat-
ural phase decomposition, is fully suppressed
for higher Cu substitution. XMCD element-
specific hysteresis loops proved that Cu substi-
tution results in an increasing decoupling of the
Sm and Co moments. Last but not least, tran-
sition electron microscopy confirmed that the
films were dominated by mainly the 1:5 phase.

We first discuss the effect of Cu on the in-
trinsic magnetic anisotropy of SmCo5, espe-
cially the single-ion anisotropy (SIA) of Sm3+.
While intuitively one would expect an imme-
diate decrease of intrinsic magnetic anisotropy,
using the computational methods described in
Sec. 2.2 show a different and more complex be-
havior. The calculated CFPs Blm for SmCo5,
Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 and Sm(Co4Cu2c)5 are listed in
Table 1. SmCo5 belongs to the point group D6h
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therefore only B20, B40, B60 and B6±6 retain.
The evaluated Blm values using the Wannier
basic are comparable with measured values. In
particular, the magnitude of B20 is dominant
and determines largely the magnetic anisotropy.
In the case of Sm3+, a negative B20 indicates
uniaxial magnetic anisotropy. With Cu doped
on the 3g site, B20 is more negative, indicating
that the SIA of Sm3+ is indeed enhanced. In
contrast, the Cu doping on the 2c site tends to
lower the SIA of Sm3+. Note that the number
of existing Blm parameters in Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 is
larger due to its lower symmetry with point
group D2h

Table 1: Crystal field parameters (in units
of Kelvin) for Sm3+Co5, Sm3+(Co4Cu3g)5 and
Sm3+(Co4Cu2c)5. For comparison, the experi-
mental values are taken from Ref.32

Blm SmCo5 Expt. Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 Sm(Co4Cu2c)5
(K)
B20 -1068 -840 -1380 -867
B2±2 - - 168 -
B40 5 200 77 -91
B4±2 - - 102 -
B4±4 - - -44 -
B60 -473 0 -472 -430
B6±2 - - -14 -
B6±4 - - -34 -
B6±6 494 6 501 456

However, another important aspect to be re-
minded of is the weaker exchange coupling be-
tween Sm and its neighboring Co atoms if the
non-magnetic Cu is introduced into the sys-
tem. The exchange field in SmCo5 is set to
be 250 T according to previous experimental33

and theoretical34 work, while for Sm(Co4Cu3g)5
and Sm(Co4Cu2c)5, the exchange fields are
rescaled based on the calculated JSmCo val-
ues contributed from the first-nearest neighbors
of Sm with respect to the JSmCo of SmCo5.
The exchange coupling parameters were cal-
culated using the ’jx’ post-processing code in
OpenMX35 under LDA + U regime with U =
6.7 eV and J = 0.7 eV applied on Sm 4f
states. Accordingly, we set the exchange fields
of Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 and Sm(Co4Cu2c)5 to 201 and
230 T, respectively. The Coulomb interac-
tion parameters and the spin-orbit coupling
strength are taken from Ref.36 By varying the
exchange field direction which is represented

by the azimuthal angle θ, we show in Fig. 7
the eigenvalue Eani of Ĥat as a function of θ.
It can be explicitly observed that the Sm3+ in
Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 possesses the highest SIA while
in Sm(Co4Cu2c)5 the SIA is the lowest. By fit-
ting the energy curve to

Eani(θ) = K1sin
2θ +K2sin

4θ +K3sin
6θ, (2)

we obtain K1 of 21 meV, 24 meV and 17 meV
for SmCo5, Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 and Sm(Co4Cu2c)5,
respectively. Note here that we omitted the
K ′

3 term associated with K ′
3sin

6θcos6ϕ since we
found K ′

3 is rather small. Besides, the Cu dop-
ing effect on the Co side can be approximated
using YCo5 as a prototype. It has been re-
ported that the 3g sites doping of Cu increases
the magnetic anisotropy of YCo5 29 while the 2c
sites doping is expected to reduce the magnetic
anisotropy due to larger K1 of Co2c than that of
Co3g. In addition, according to our DFT calcu-
lations, the 2c sites doping is only energetically
favorable by about 7meV/atom as compared to
the 3g site doping, which strongly implies a sta-
tistically random distribution on both sites in
reality. Therefore, concerning the contrasting
roles played by Cu with different Wyckoff posi-
tion occupations, the non-monotonous change
of magnetic anisotropy with Cu doping con-
tent can be expected, as also observed in Ce-Co
based systems.37,38

Figure 7: Ground state energy of Sm 4f shell
in SmCo5 (orange circle), Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 (blue
hexagons), Sm(Co4Cu2c)5 (green triangle) as a
function of magnetization direction represented
by the azimuthal angle θ.
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Despite the evaluated non-monotonous de-
pendence of the magnetic anisotropy on the
Cu doping concentration, it should be noted
that the intrinsic magnetic anisotropy may only
play a prominent role at low temperatures.
The Eani difference between Sm(Co4Cu3g)5 and
Sm(Co4Cu2c)5 is approximately 7 meV, which
amounts to a temperature change of 81 K. In
this regard, it is a formidable task to directly re-
late the change of intrinsic magnetic anisotropy
to that of the extrinsic coercivity. Nonetheless,
it is still intriguing to characterize the intrinsic
properties of Cu-doped SmCo5 system so as to
help bridging the gap between the microscopic
equilibrium properties and the macroscopic co-
ercivity.39

From a macroscopic point of view, Sm-rich
precipitates as well as the formation of many
different Sm-Co phases and structural disor-
der phenomena are strongly connected to high
coercivity values in sputtered Sm-Co films.17

Sayama et al.40 suggested that the origin of high
perpendicular anisotropy in SmCo5 thin films
on Cu buffer layers is related to the diffusion of
Cu atoms into the SmCo5 structure. Note that
this diffusion effect is excluded in the here pre-
sented study. Our buffer-free MBE-grown thin
films, exhibit a uniform distribution of Sm, Co,
and Cu in the bulk of the thin film. The layer
of Sm2Co17 at the substrate interface and Sm-
rich large precipitates will not contribute to a
systematic change of the hysteresis itself. As
the defect structure is similar throughout the
consistent series of thin films, we correlate the
increased coercivity to the increased intrinsic
magnetocrystalline anisotropy upon Cu substi-
tution.

4 Conclusions
In summary, our investigation of highly crys-
talline SmCo5−xCux thin films grown by molec-
ular beam epitaxy (MBE) on Al2O3 substrates
in combination with advanced computational
and characterization methods, has revealed
that copper substitution enhances the intrin-
sic magnetic anisotropy, correlated with an in-
crease in coercivity. As the microstructure of

the thin films is similar, this DFT theory sup-
ported intrinsic anisotropy increase is responsi-
ble for the change of the macroscopic demagne-
tization behavior. The practical applicability of
Cu to replace Co is limited of course by the in-
duced overall reduction of the total magnetic
moment, acting negatively on the (BH)max

product. X-ray magnetic circular dichroism
provided clear evidence of a decoupling of Sm
and Co moments in the presence of Cu. TEM in
the scanning high-resolution high-angle annu-
lar dark-field (STEM/HAADF) mode confirms
the high crystalline quality and the absence of
a large number of (random) grain boundaries,
while EDS on the FIB lamellae shows a homo-
geneous distribution of all involved elements.
Based on thin film model systems, our study
provides novel insight in the complex harden-
ing mechanisms in rare earth based permanent
magnetic materials by disentangling different
sources of intrinsic and extrinsic contributions
to the hysteresis behavior.
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